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Stacie Dusetzina 

 Stacie B. Dusetzina, PhD, is an assistant profes-
sor in the Division of Pharmaceutical Outcomes and 
Policy in the UNC Eshelman School of Pharmacy and 
is jointly appointed in the Department of Health Pol-
icy and Management in the Gillings School of Glob-
al Public Health. Her primary research focus is on 
assessing the role of health system policies, drug safe-
ty warnings and costs on prescription drug utiliza-
tion and the subsequent health outcomes for patients

CHIP Welcomes New Faculty Members! 

particularly among individuals with cancer or mental illness. Dr. Dusetzina’s in-
terests in informatics are related to using and linking large data sources for health 
related research, including comparative effectiveness research. She has worked ex-
tensively with large claims data sources, public use data files and registry-linked 
claims databases. Dr. Dusetzina received her PhD from the Division of Pharma-
ceutical Outcomes and Policy (DPOP) at the Eshelman School of Pharmacy in 
2010 and her post-doctoral training at the Department of Health Care Policy at 
Harvard Medical School. Prior to joining the faculty in DPOP, she was an assistant 
professor in the Division of General Medicine and Clinical Epidemiology in the 
UNC School of Medicine.

Amelia Gibson

 Amelia Gibson, PhD, is an assistant professor 
in the School of Information and Library Sci-
ence. She graduated from the College of Com-
munication and Information at Florida State 
University in Tallahassee, Florida. Her primary 
research interests include information access and 
practices within communities, health information 
behavior and information policy, focusing specifically 
on place-based communities as information systems, 
and the effect of community structure on health and
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government information access. Dr. Gibson is currently conducting research on the 
information seeking and sharing behaviors of parents and caretakers of individu-
als with disabilities. 
 Dr. Gibson had previously been a research associate at the Information Use 
Management and Policy Institute, where she researched issues related to rural 
communities and e-government, and broadband adoption through community 
anchor institutions. Dr. Gibson received her MLIS from FSU, and her AB from 
Dartmouth College in Hanover, New Hampshire.  While at Florida State, Dr. Gib-
son was a McKnight Fellow, and she is a member of Beta Phi Mu.

Saif Khairat

 Dr. Saif Khairat, PhD, is an assistant professor 
at the School of Nursing and the Carolina Health In-
formatics Program at the University of North Caroli-
na at Chapel Hill. Previously, Dr. Khairat was clinical 
assistant professor at the Institute for Health Informat-
ics at the University of Minnesota. Dr. Khairat is the 
chair of the Education Working Group and a mem-
ber of the Working Group Steering Committee at the 
American Medical Informatics Association (AMIA). 
 Dr. Khairat was the co-principal investigator of the Great Plains Telehealth 
Resource and Assistance Center, a federal grant from the U.S. Health Resourc-
es and Services Administration. Among his research interests are mobile tech-
nologies in chronic disease management and human factors in EMR systems. 



 Dr. Khairat earned his PhD in health informatics with a focus on ICU clinical 
communication at the Informatics Institute at the University of Missouri. During 
his informatics training, Dr. Khairat worked as a research fellow at the Division 
of Clinical Informatics at Harvard Medical School. He also has a track record of 
computer science training with expertise in database management systems and 
health IT. Dr. Khairat is on the editorial board of the Quality in Primary Care 
Journal, and serves as scientific reviewer to numerous publishing venues includ-
ing the Journal of Medical Internet Research (JMIR) and the International Medical 
Informatics Conference (MedInfo).
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Mary Grace Flaherty 

 Mary Grace Flaherty, PhD, is an assistant 
professor at the School of Information and Library 
Science. She received her PhD from Syracuse Uni-
versity’s School of Information Science. She has an 
MLS from the University of Maryland and an MS 
in applied behavioral science from Johns Hopkins 
University. Mary Grace has many years of experi-
ence working in a variety of library settings. She is 
a current member of the Academy of Health In-
formation Professionals and was an IMLS Fellow 
while she was at Syracuse. Her research interests 
include health information provision, health liter-
acy, health promotion and public libraries.

Check out more CHIP faculty at
chip.unc.edu/faculty-scholars-researchers
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Rebecca Kitzmiller

 Rebecca Kitzmiller, PhD, MHR, RN-BC, 
is an assistant professor at the School of Nursing 
and the Carolina Health Informatics Program. Dr. 
Kitzmiller’s research interests focus on healthcare 
leadership and teamwork, organizational change, 
technology implementation and training, as well as 
ways to improve the impact of technology on health 
outcomes. Dr. Kitzmiller has published on these top-
ics in Implementation Science, Advances in Health
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Care Management; Journal of Continuing Education in Nursing; CIN: Computers, 
Informatics, Nursing; Caring; and the TarHeel Nurse. She is coauthor of The Nurs-
ing Informatics Implementation Guide as well as two chapters in Introduction to 
Nursing Informatics (3rd ed). 
 Since 1998, she has presented at national, state and local conferences 
including the Academy of Management Annual Meeting, Southern Nursing 
Research Society Annual Conference, University of Maryland Summer Institute 
for Nursing Informatics, and Rutgers University International Nursing Infor-
matics Conference. 
 Prior to doctoral training, Dr. Kitzmiller served more than two decades 
in the U.S. Army Nurse Corps leading both patient care units and large-scale 
organizational process improvement and technology projects. She also served as 
the Director for Nursing Informatics at Duke University Health System. Dr. Kitz-
miller received her PhD and MSN from the Duke University School of Nursing, 
MHR from Oklahoma University and BSN from the University of Pennsylvania 
School of Nursing.
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 To better understand how both the students and faculty at Oregon Health & 
Science University (OHSU) are involved in using the Information Discovery Lab, 
CHIP faculty members Dr. Javed Mostafa and Dr. Arlene Chung visited OHSU’s 
Biomedical Informatics program. During their visit, they were able to meet with 
faculty who are responsible for the lab, as well as other colleagues from the depart-
ment. The purpose of this visit was partly to see if it is feasible for UNC to create 
a similar laboratory and what steps would be necessary in order to do so. Having 
Dr. Chung participate in the visit was a crucial component because not only is 
she a clinician at UNC-Chapel Hill, but her understanding of the need for such a 
laboratory, based on her prior experiences, will provide important insight into the 
potential creation of the laboratory. 
  Both Dr. Mostafa and Dr. Chung saw this as an opportunity for CHIP to 
initiate a planning phase for building a similar laboratory here at UNC. Much 
consideration needs to be taken from both inside and outside of UNC, including 
establishing potential partners in order to help fund this very large project. It is 
important to consider how students will be using the laboratory not only for re-
search, but also as a supplement to their courses. Including software such as EPIC, 
the largest vendor for electronic health records, in the laboratory is an integral part 
as well, since it can be used for both research and teaching purposes. 
 The potential benefits UNC could receive from having a program and lab-
oratory similar to OHSU are numerous. It would also enhnace the capability of 
UNC to establish relationships with current software vendors that serve biomedi-
cal IT tasks and operations, which is critical. Developing these resources is crucial 
in providing students opportunities in both course work and training, and en-
abling them to address clinical problems more effectively. 
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Fei Yu 

 Fei Yu, PhD, is currently working as a research 
associate in the Lab of Applied Informatics Research 
in the School of Information and Library Science at 
UNC-Chapel Hill. She is also an enrolled CHIP stu-
dent who started pursuing a certificate in Clinical 
Information Science and is continuing on to seek a 
Master of Professional Science in Biomedical and 
Health Informatics. Dr. Yu completed her doctoral
study in 2006 at the Department of Library and Information Science at the 
University of Pittsburgh. 
 Her dissertation was the evaluation of users’ emotional and material sat-
isfaction at both micro and macro levels with an academic library system. After 
she graduated, Dr. Yu worked for a non-profit technology company in Pittsburgh 
for several years. One of her job responsibilities was conducting routine usability 
testing for the web OPAC, which was shared by 85 public libraries in Allegheny 
County. She developed an interest in healthcare and electronic health records in 
2012 when her family moved to North Carolina, and she plans to continue study 
in this highly interdisciplinary field and to pursue research opportunities by col-
laborating with both academia and industry. 

Bonmi Koo

 Before joining CHIP, Bonmi Koo worked as a ger-
ontologist. She received her PhD in 2012, and in 2013 
completed her postdoctoral fellowship in Korea. She  par-
ticipated in several research projects involving health 
and disability issues of older people, and  taught several 
university courses. While working on a research project 
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associated with the development of a health intervention program for community 
dwelling elderly, she realized the possibility of using health information technol-
ogy to help older people efficiently manage their health conditions and continue 
independent living in their community. With this in mind, she applied to the 
Master of Professional Science in Biomedical and Health Informatics program. 
She believes that CHIP, which is an interdisciplinary research and training pro-
gram, is a perfect way for her to achieve her professional goals based on her edu-
cational background. In this program, she plans to study how health information 
technology can be utilized to enhance people’s involvement in their healthcare 
regarding chronic disease management and disease prevention. She is also inter-
ested in chronic disease surveillance systems for both practice and research. She 
is very pleased to be a member of CHIP at UNC-Chapel Hill.

Aishwarya Shukla

 Aishwarya Shukla is interested in bringing about 
considerable change in the healthcare industry by in-
corporating it seamlessly with Information Technolo-
gy, hence her  enrollment to the MPS program. Previ-
ously she has worked with a healthcare IT company for 
a year in Pune,  India. She earned her MBA in  hospital 
and healthcare management at the Symbiosis  Inter-
national University in Pune, India,  and her BBA in 
hospital administration from Devi Ahilya Vishvabidy-
alaya in Indore, India.  
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CHIP faculty members Javed Mostafa, Arlene Chung, Fei Yu, David Gotz, and 
Vincent Carrasco had the chance to present at the 2014 AMIA Annual Symposium in 

November. Thank you for representing UNC and CHIP with poise and excellence!  
Below is a list of several of the abstracts and workshops presented: 

Visualizing Temporal Patterns by Clustering Patients

Workshop on Visual Analytics in Healthcare

Stage 3 Meaningful Use and Patient-Generated Health Data: Outpatient Stakeholder

Perspectives on Care Coordination and Meaningful Use in the Emergency Department Setting

A huge thank you to April B. Chang, who was able to dedicate both her time and work to 
CHIP in the Fall semester while Larisa Rodgers, program coordinator, was on maternity leave.

Congratulations to Dr. Vincent Carrasco, one of the 456 physicians who successfully became  
the first Board Certified Clinical Informatics Subspecialists. These diplomates sat for a board 
exam in October 2013 administered by either the American Board of Preventive Medicine 

(ABPM) or the American Board of Pathologists (ABP).

The Health Informatics Career Fair and Symposium will be held October 23 in Durham.
Be on the look out for more information! 


